California Black oak & Oregon white oak woodland ecology and management — Eureka CA 12 Nov 2015
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Oaks - #1 Woody Plant for Wildlife

Martin, Zim, and Nelson

Wildlife Plants
Ranked According
to Their Value

F OOD-HABITS DATA on more than 300 species of birds and mammals have made
it possible to determine approximately the extent to which about 250 different
genera of plants have been used by wildlife, This food-use information, though
far from perfect, can aid in planning wildlife habitat developments on farms,
forests, marshlands, grazing ranges, wildlife refuges, and residential areas. To
this end, two listings are presented below. The first is nationwide and includes
only those plants which total 25 stars or more by the star-user basis described on
page 40. The second, much longer listing makes available more detailed indication
of the extent to which particular kinds of plants in different regions have been
utilized by each of seven wildlife categories.

In addition to statistical limitations previously acknowledged, there may be
possible fallibility in the star-user ratings in one other regard: the fact that extent
of use of a plant for food is not always an accurate gauge of its value in wildlife
management. In some seasons or places, certain plants have been utilized con-
siderably not so much because they are excellent, good, or even fair food sources
but because better ones were not readily available. However, such instances are
probably somewhat exceptional and, until knowledge advances much further,
actual use of foods will remain the principal criterion of value to wildlife.

National Listing by Plant Groups
(Including only plants totaling 25 or more stars)
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California Black Oak













Wild Turkeys are reliant upon mast crops including acorns












Acorn Woodpeckers in Granary Oak Snag
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Band-tailed Pigeon







Cedar Waxwings




hite-tailed Kite







Gleaners of the Oaks



Hutton’s Vireo










Red-eyed Vireo (vagrant) and expected migrant/breeder Warbling Vireo




Look Ma ... No Cavities



C.E.Vaughn




Oak Cavity Nesters

Ash-throated Flycatcher Tree Swallow



Oak Cavity Nesters

Western Bluebird

White-breasted Nuthatch



Nest Box study at UC-HREC
13 of 25 nest boxes used by WEBL







W.Screech Owl — Roost & Nest






Wood Ducks need cavities
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